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Cape-to-Cairo Railroad passes through
Egypt. The Suez Canal receives none of
Egypt's products except at its terminals.
Telegraph communication between the prin-
cipal cities and with other countries is com-
plete, there being about 19,000 miles of wire;
and a fairly good postal system is main-
tained. The commerce of the country is
comparatively small and is confined to the
necessities of the population. The imports
consist of manufactured goods, particularly
textiles, some food products and machinery,
while the exports consist of cigars, cotton
and sugar. Egyptian cotton is of the long
staple variety and finds a ready market at
high prices in England and other cotton
manufacturing countries.
Government. Until 1914 Egypt was the-
oretically under Turkish ownership, though
actually controlled in important affairs by
Great Britain, whose interests there were
paramount since the construction of the Suez
Canal, constituting the country practically
a British dependency. The nominal ruler
was called the khedive, and he was appointed
by the Turkish sultan.
In December, 1914, allied interests in the
World War decided that Turkey's influence
in Egypt should be nullified, for the Turks
had been delegated by their German allies
to capture or destroy the Suez Canal. In
the month named the British Foreign Office
issued the following statement:
In view of the state of war arising- out of
the action of Turkey, Egypt is placed under
the protection of His Britannic Majesty, and
will henceforth constitute a British protec-
torate. The suzerainty of Turkey is thus
terminated. His Majesty's government will
adopt all the measures necessary for the de-
fense of Egypt and the protection of its
Inhabitants and interests.
The khedive was deposed, and the British
conferred the title of sultan upon Abbas
Himla, eldest son of a former reigning fam-
ily. Upon his death Ahmed Fuad Pasha
(born 1868) became sultan as Fuad I, In
1917. The British protectorate was recog-
nized by all the European allies of Great
Britain in the war. In 1920 the country was
given practical independence; but in Febru-
ary, 1922, following a friendly conference be-
tween British and Egyptian representatives,
the protectorate was declared terminated, and
in March, the Sultan was proclaimed King.
History. The Egyptians are the earliest
people known to us as a nation. By the be-
 ginning of the fiftieth century, b. c., they were
living under a settled government; they had
built cities, invented hieroglyphic signs and
improved them almost into an alphabet. The
arrangement of the Egyptian chronology is
still a much disputed point among scholars.
A list of the kings, arranged in thirty dy-
nasties, was made by the priest Manetho in
the third century b. c.; and this division is
still used. The fourth dynasty, distinguished
as the "Pyramid Dynasty," was the most
important in early Egyptian history. It was
at its height about 2700 or 2800 b. c. and
left as its monuments the greatest of the
pyramids. The twelfth dynasty, which seems
to have begun about 2000 B. c.; exercised a
just and able rule over a prosperous coun-
try. Literature especially flourished during
this period. About 1700 b. cv Egypt was
conquered by a people whose rulers were
called the Hyksos, or Shepherd Kings. Noth-
ing is known of these people, except that
they had first conquered western Arabia and
Syria. The Theban princes seem to have
preserved a state of semi-independence un-
der the Hyksos rulers and at last a revolt
arose which ended by the Shepherd kings
being driven out of Egypt by the Theban
princes about 1600 b. c. With the expul-
sion of the Shepherd kings began the reigns
of those great Theban kings who built the
magnificent temples and palaces at Thebes,
The nineteeth dynasty began with Rameses
I. Seti I, the successor of this Barneses, be-
gan a war against the Hittites, which was
continued under his successor and grandson,
the great Rameses II, or Sesostris. Until
recently it was believed that Rameses II was
the Pharaoh who had oppressed the Hebrews,
and that the Exodus occurred under his suc-
cessor, Menephtah. Under the later kings
of the nineteenth dynasty, the Egyptian em-
pire began to deeay. The twentieth dynasty
began with Rameses III, a strong king, who
was followed by a succession of weak rulers,
dependent for the most part on their
priests. A priest dynasty, the twenty-first,
came to the throne with Herhor, He at-
tempted to restore Egyptian rule in the East
and conquered Jerusalem. After his death
Egypt was torn by civil war? and eventually
the Ethiopians conquered ii In 525 B, 0.
Cambyses, king of Persia, overran Egypt
and made it a Persian province. After the
Persian defeat at Marathon, the Egyptians
arose and recovered their independence for

